CHICAGO FILMMAKERS FALL 2006 SCREENINGS 


Saturday and Sunday, September 9 and 10 - 8:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. 
Clark St.) 

Cinnamon by Kevin Everson 

Kevin Everson's exceptional second feature. Cinnamon (2006) is intimate look at the 
diversity of African-American life. Told in a hybrid narrative-documentary style, the 
film centers on drag racing. Home scenes of the Bowles family alternate with 
preparations for racing, practice runs, and the races themselves. The focus, however, is 
on individual improvement rather than competition - a metaphor for a way of living. 
Former racer John Bowles is now the mechanic and coach for his wife Rhonda, brother 
Larry, 12-year old daughter Ashley, and another driver - mortgage loan officer Erin. 
Everson seamlessly combines the documentary (the Bowles family) with the fictional 
(Erin's scenes - she's played by actress Erin Stewart) into an impressionistic drama 
about the quest for perfection, filtered through the grit, grime, repetition, and 
exhilaration of drag racing. 


Saturday, September 16 - 8:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

Free To Be...You and Me Invitational 

With a Live Performance by Roommate of Songs from the Original Film! 

Filmmaker (and Roommate Member) Kent Lambert in Person! 

Inspired by a film artist's recent discovery that his 16mm collection contained multiple 
copies of Mario Thomas' celebrated 1974 television film Free To Be...You and Me (which 
featured Alan Alda, Carol Channing, Michael Jackson, Mel Brooks, Harry Belafonte, 
and others), Brooklyn-based Ocularis devised a scheme to put his reels to good use. 
More than twenty film and video artists were invited to rework, restage, respond to, 
satirize, criticize, or in their own way create short works inspired by the original's all- 
too-memorable segments, including "It's All Right to Cry," "William Wants a Doll," 
"Ladies First," and "Parents Are People." Recognized as an important cultural 
document of the shift in values our country experienced during the 1970s, Free To 
Be...You and Me (originally a book and concept album) stirred conversation among 
people of all ages on hitherto unspoken issues like divorce, media awareness, and, 
maybe most cohesively, the identity politics of gender and race. The results of the 
invitational address these and other concerns in fascinating, entertaining, and 
unexpected ways. Filmmakers include Peggy Ahwesh, Lynne Sachs, Michael Gitlin and 
Jacqueline Goss, Ximena Cuevas, Kent Lambert, Bradley Eros, Darrin Martin, Laura 
Parnes, Jason Cortlund and Julia Halperin, Seth Kirby, Spencer Parsons, Jennifer 
Matotek, Mighty Robot, Stephanie Gray and Kelly Spivey, Nao Bustamante, Ben 
Coonley, Big Noise Films, Joshua Thorson, Tyler Coburn, and Ray Sweeten. 



Friday, September 22 - 7:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

Haiti: The UNtold Story 

Co-Presented by Nicaragua Solidarity Committee 

Kevin Pena's powerful documentary Haiti: The UNtold Story chronicles the history of 
Haiti from the time of its independence in the 18th century and the Haitian people's 
struggle against slavery to the country's more recent troubled history. Pena covers US 
interventionist policies, including those against Haitian President Jean Bertrand 
Aristide, and investigates the role of Police Nationale d'Haiti (PNH) and of UN forces in 
recent human rights abuses. 


Saturday, September 23 - 8:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 
Chicago's Own: The Best of Doc - Documentaries by Columbia College Students 
Co-Presented by The Michael Rabiger Center for Documentary 
Select Filmmakers in Person! 

From love, group sex, and pets to classical Chinese opera, the world of indie 
filmmaking, and the war in Iraq, this program of short documentary films by Columbia 
College students, made between 2001-2005, has something for everyone. Paul & Ginger 
by Linda McCullough: A story about a May-December romance turns into a test of 
devotion for a newly wed couple. Uncharted Lands by Lynda Brendish: A typical 
family home becomes a temple for a magical community devoted to group sex, but 
what do the kids think? Who's Ma Ma! Joe Ma Ma! by Sean Jourdan: A bad-ass 
motorcycle mechanic is working on becoming a loving father. Gift Dogs by Thomas 
Peyton: Who cares for the dogs that nobody wants? Thunder Lannyang by Yuting 
Hsueh: A classical Chinese opera musician in Taiwan tells the story of his struggle to 
keep the music playing against all odds. Under the Lights by Ian Hutchinson: A 
Chicago street cop has a duel life as an indie filmmaker and actor. Britt's War by John 
Firak: A female suburban soldier returns home with a changed view of our security in 
Chicago and the purpose of the war in Iraq. The evening's Q&A will be moderated by Jeff 
Spitz, the Documentary Coordinator at Columbia College. 


Saturday, September 30 - 7:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 
Chicago's Own: Recent Videos by DePaul Art Faculty 
Co-Presented by the Art and Art History Dept, at DePaul University 
Artists in Person! 



DePaul University has quietly been building a talented group of video artists among the 
faculty and students in the Art Department. Tonight we present some recent video 
work by faculty members at DePaul. Ferris Wheel (2004) by Jenny Walters: A lover 
attempts to admonish the author over the din of amusement park noise on a Ferris 
wheel. Ghetto (2006) by Steve Harp: Some thoughts on tourism, borders, history, 
assimilation, and foreignness. Glitches, Hitches, and Hiccups (1) and 2 (2004) by Susan 
Giles: Brief moments captured unintentionally on tape by numerous people while 
traveling throughout the world. Dizzy Heights (2006), by independent videomaker 
Gregory Nemec, is a video piece based on paintings by DePaul faculty member 
Matthew Girson. Chests (2004) by Dolores Wilber: Two men bashing their chests 
together over and over. Tunnel (2002) by Gagik Aroutiunian: A luminous passageway 
reveals itself as a space inhabited by mysterious spectral figures. For the Unseen (2006, 
work-in-progress) by Chi-Jang Yin: A memoir of a reconstructed and fragmented 
relationship is presented by the absence of the subject. 


Saturday, October 7 - 8:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

Argument - by Anthony McCall and Andrew Tyndall 

New Digital Restoration of a Rare Classic of Political Filmmaking! 

Anthony McCall and Andrew Tyndall's legendary and provocative essay film 
Argument (1978, 84 mins., 16mm on video) has been almost unseen for the last twenty 
years. It is once again available in a new digital restoration and its trenchant analysis of 
media ideology seems more pertinent than ever. Three male voices dissect one edition 
of The New York Times, revealing the prejudice and latent content of news and 
advertisements, reading images as texts and presenting text as an image. Fashion 
photographs are used as a starting point for a political investigation of news, 
advertising, and images of masculinity - while at the same time, the filmmakers reflect 
on their own position and the possibility of radical film practice. Influenced by both the 
American and European avant-gardes, notably Jean-Luc Godard and Hollis Frampton, 
Argument is stylistically beautiful and relentless in its enquiry. Anthony McCall began 
making performances and films in 1971 and is internationally famous for his 'solid light' 
films such as Line Describing a Cone. Andrew Tyndall is now a well-known US media 
commentator, whose website The Tyndall Report (www.tyndallreport.com) provides 
in-depth monitoring of television news. 


Special Day! 

Wednesday, October 11 - 7:30 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 
Apichatpong Weerasethakul Shorts Program 
Apichatpong Weerasethakul in Person!* 



We are very pleased to welcome the acclaimed Thai filmmaker Apichatpong 
Weerasethakul, who will screen a selection of his hard to see short works. 
Weerasethakul has become one of the leading figures in World Cinema, with his 
stylistic and unconventional feature films Mysterious Object at Noon, Blissfully Yours, and 
Tropical Malady. But he really got his filmmaking start here in Chicago at the School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago and his exhibition start at Chicago Filmmakers, one of the 
first venues to show his work. Tonight's program features a generous selection of his 
amazing short films and videos. Malee and the Boy (1999): A collaborative project with 
a 10 year-old boy who is in charge of the microphone. He roams around Bangkok to 
gather sounds for the project. The narrative, presented in text, is taken from a Thai 
comic book. Like the Relentless Fury of the Pounding Waves (1995): On a hot day in a 
small town a mystic radio fills the air with the sounds of a melodramatic play. The Sea 
Goddess. Windows (1999) is an improvisation using a little physical movement to 
capture natural phenomena through the camera eye's mechanism. 0116643225059 
(1994): A telephone conversation links two alternating images - a mother's photo and an 
apartment interior. Also showing are Nokia Shorts (2003), thirdworld (1997), and This 
And Million More Light (2003) Special thanks to the Department of Film, Video, and New 
Media at SAIC, who is presenting a different program of Weerasethakul's short works in their 
Conversations at the Edge series at the Gene Siskel Film Center on October 12. *As of 
publication, Weerasethakul's appearance is tentative until his travel schedule is finalized. 


Friday, Saturday, Sunday, October 20, 21, and 22 - 8:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers 
(5243 N. Clark St.) 

Split Pillow Showcase 
soulMaid 

Selected Cast and Crew in Person at Each Screening! 

Co-Presented by Split Pillow 

Split Pillow's newest film, soulMaid (2006), is a larger-than-life romantic comedy full of 
camp, heart and religious fanaticism like you've never seen. Raised by hippie Mormon 
nudists, Moses (Joe Schenck) has made a decent life for himself in the big city cleaning 
houses in his underwear. When his temporal lobe epilepsy returns and he begins 
having seizures again after months of remission, things look even better. The seizures 
bring religious-like visions and Moses sees the face of his soulmate. Days later, Moses 
and David (Tom Bailey) meet face to face and begin a whirlwind romance. But the 
seizures don't stop and Moses's visions become increasingly bizarre as a spurned 
goddess named Glintentica encourages Moses to cleanse the souls of those around him. 
Disturbed by Moses's erratic behavior, David, along with Moses's roommate Ruth 
(Becca Connolly), race to find a way to prevent Glintentica's return to our reality and try 
to save Moses's own soul in the process. Split Pillow is proud to open its 5th season 
with this hilarious new feature written and directed collaboratively by award-winning 
filmmakers Jeff Maccubbin, Jeffrey McHale, Dan Mohr and Joe Steiff and featuring 
outstanding performances by Schenck, Bailey and Connolly. 



Friday, October 27 - 8:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

Half-Cocked - A Rare Screening of the Legendary Rock 'n Roll Road Movie! 

Michael Galinsky in Person! 

We are pleased to present a special screening of Suki Hawley and Michael Galinsky's 
(Radiation, Horns and Halos ) first feature, Half-Cocked (1995), a film that has become an 
indie-rock legend. "Life among would-be rockers gets a strikingly true-to-life treatment 
in this deadpan road movie. Living in a crash house with too many spongers, Tara and 
her lazy friends need a way out of their going-no-where jobs. Relief of sorts arrives one 
night at a gig by a band featuring her brother, a posturing rock-star-in-his-own-mind. 
Annoyed by his antics, Tara impulsively swipes his equipment-filled van, inviting her 
friends along for the ride. The joyride ends with the gang nearly broke in Chattanooga. 
After an inept attempt at shoplifting, they stumble into a music store where they 
announce themselves as a band and score a gig as openers in a show that night. Since 
none of the party can play, they simply turn up the volume and distortion to create a 
grating cacophony that alienates most clubgoers but wins admiration from the 
headliners, who hand them the night's profits. Thus is Truckstop, as the band dubs 
itself, launched on an impromptu, illegal tour of the South. We follow the group, tired, 
hungry, and broke, through sleazy clubs, crowded hotel rooms, and broken-down 
transportation. Half-Cocked is a serio-comic look at low-rent rock-and-roll on the road" 
(Godfrey Cheshire). Tonight's screening is in support of the upcoming DVD releases of 
Hawley and Galinsky's films Radiation and Half-Cocked in the winter of2007. 


Sunday, October 29 - 7:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

Incendiary Video: Selections from the Media Burn Archive 
Tom Weinberg in Person! 

The Media Burn Independent Video Archive, located here in Chicago, is quite likely the 
most important and comprehensive collection of independent non-fiction videotapes in 
the US. Comprised of more than 3000 works produced from 1972-2002, it reflects the 
unique and vital vision of alternative media makers as they address the critical 
historical, political, and social issues of the past 30 years. Media Burn is the project of 
Tom Weinberg, one of the pioneers of guerilla video and independent television 
production. Weinberg was one of the co-founders of TVTV, formed in 1972 to provide 
alternative coverage of the presidential conventions that year, the creator of the still¬ 
running WTTW independent film showcase Image Union, and producer of the landmark 
non-fiction series The '90s for PBS. For tonight's program, Weinberg will present a 



"guided tour" of the Media Burn archive, with both clips and complete works 
representing the diversity of the archive's holdings. 


November 2-12 

Reeling 2006: The 25th Chicago Lesbian and Gay International Film Festival 

It's our 25th Anniversary year and we're got some great things planned for Reeling, the 
second oldest lesbian and gay film festival in the world. Join us for more than 60 
programs over eleven days of the best in GLBT films and videos from around the 
world, plus parties and other special events. A complete schedule will be available in 
September at www.reelingfilmfestival.org. Check it out! 


Saturday, November 18 - 8:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

Light Years: Films and Videos by Gunvor Nelson 
Gunvor Nelson in Person! 

Chicago Filmmakers, in cooperation with the Film Studies Center at the University of 
Chicago and the Department of Film, Video, and New Media at the School of the Art 
Institute, is extremely pleased to welcome Swedish experimental film great Gunvor 
Nelson, who is on a rare and very limited North American tour. Nelson is a pioneer 
avant-garde artist, one of the few women working in the heady San Francisco 
experimental film scene of the 1960's. Tonight's program features Nelson's new digital 
video. True to Life (2006), a journey into plants, a confrontation between the camera 
(filmmaker) and a close thriving territory, as well as a confrontation between this 
closeness and abrupt distance. Also showing is her classic film Light Years (1987): 
"Nelson blends collage animation with highly textured live-action material to create a 
haunting evocation of her displacement from her native Swedish culture" (Parabola). 
Plus: the digital video Tree-Line (1998). Nelson is also presenting different programs of films 
in the Conversations at the Edge series at the Gene Siskel Film Center (November 16) and at the 
Film Studies Center at the University of Chicago (November 17). 


Sunday, November 19 - 7:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

Switch'd on Video 
Co-Presented by IMMArts 

Set to coincide with the SEAMUS Electro-Acoustic Music Month, Switch'd on Video is 
a program of new video works that feature electroacoustic music. The program aims to 
be international in scope and include works by video, multimedia, and musical artists. 
This program is organized by the local group IMMArts, whose mission is to assist in the 
cross-fertilization of artists, computer programmers, musicians, scientists, and 
academics in their explorations of the multifaceted field of Intermedia. Details on the 
program will be available later in the fall. 



Friday, December 1 - 8:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

You Only Live Twice - Crime, Collage, and City Films by Lewis Klahr 
Lewis Klahr in Person! 

In this special program, which has only been presented twice before, Klahr has 
assembled a moody and atmospheric selection of his own films, found films, and music 
clips to investigate the nature of the city, especially as a site for crime and melodrama. 
Several of Klahr's animated films highlight the program. Prolix Satori is a section of a 
work-in-progress crime animation. The Aperture of Ghostings trilogy (Elsa Kirk, 
Catherine Street, and Creased Robe Smile, 1999-2001) is an enigmatic trio of films 
made from early 1960's photographic contact sheets of female models Klahr found. A 
Failed Cardigan Maneuver (1999): "Children in a garden of outsize fruit dream of food 
and love, then grow up to have unhappy office affairs in the glamorous Manhattan of 
the late 1950's" (J. Hoberman). Engram Sepals (2000): The dead body remembers. The 
Tibetan book of the dead meets film noir. An elliptical narrative of adultery and 
corporate espionage set to a score by Morton Feldman. Also included are several 
camera rolls and unreleased films photographed by Klahr: The Flatiron Building 
(1998), Unedited NYC Street Roll (1997), and Union Square (1997). Anonymous Home 
Movie (circa 1960's) was found in a NYC thrift store on 10th Street and First Avenue. 
Two audio clips compliment Klahr's amazing use of music in his films: Frank Sinatra 
sings The September of My Years and Nancy Sinatra sings You Only Live Twice (End Title). 
The program will also include additional animated films by Klahr, titles TBA. Klahr is 
also presenting a different program in the Conversations at the Edge series at the Gene Siskel 
Film Center on November 31. 


Friday, December 8 - 8:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

"I Am Not a War Photographer" 

An Illustrated Talk by Lynne Sachs and Screening of States of Unbelonging 
Lynne Sachs in Person! 

I Am Not a War Photographer is a cinematic presentation and talk exploring Sachs' 
decade-long artistic rather than physical immersion in war. From Vietnam to Bosnia to 
WWII Occupied Rome to the Middle East today, her experimental documentary films 
push the borders between genres, discourses, radicalized identities, psychic states and 
nations through the intertwining of abstract and reality based imagery. In her talk, she 
will introduce precise visual strategies she has discovered in working with these 
fraught and divisive themes. Often opting for a painterly rather than a photographic 
articulation of conflict, she attempts with each new project to find a precise language of 
images and sounds with which to discuss these volatile moments in history, exposing 



what she see as the limits of a conventional, documentary representation of both the 
past and the present. Included are selections from Which Way is East: Notebooks from 
Vietnam; Investigation of a Flame; www.House-of-Drafts.org; and a new work-in¬ 
process. The program also includes Sachs' newest film, showing in its entirety. States of 
Unbelonging (2005) is a personal and moving documentary essay about Sachs' 
investigation into the life and death of a young Israeli woman, Revital Ohayon, who 
was a mother, a filmmaker, a teacher, and a Jew. This shared identity draws Sachs to 
Revital's story and her search for the person behind the news accounts leads her on a 
journey that resonates with meaning beyond the private life of one person and the 
filmmaker looking for answers. 


Saturday, December 16 - 7:00 pm at Chicago Filmmakers (5243 N. Clark St.) 

Open Screening 

Bring it on! Show us your narrative, documentary, experimental, animation, music 
video, parody, western, sci-fi, flash animation, pixelvision, mystery, action-adventure, 
happy-ending, tragedy, etc. (you get the idea!). Or just come to watch. We'll show 
whatever comes in the door (except x-rated stuff, sorry!). Accepted formats: Mini-DV, 
DVD, VHS, and 16mm. Recommended maximum length is 15 minutes, but we'll try to 
accommodate everything, no matter how long. Free raffle for "prizes"! Admission is free. 



